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In my opinion, the Indian Conference bears in its consequen-
ces not only upon India but upon the whole wot Id India is by
itself almost a continent. It contains one-fifth of the human nice.
It represents one of the most ancient civilizations. It has tradi-
tions handed down from tens of thousands of years, some of
which, to the astonishment of the world, remain intact No
doubt the ravages of time have affected the puiily of that civilisa-
tion, as they have that of many other cultures and many institutions,

If India is to perpetuate the glory of her ancient past, it can
do so only when it attains freedom The reason for the stiuggle
having drawn the attention of the world, I know, does not he in
the fact that we Indians are fighting for our liberty, but in the
fact that the means adopted by us for attaining that liberty arc
unique and, as far as history shows us, have not been adopted by
any other people of whom we have any record.

The means adopted are not violence, not bloodshed, not diplo-
macy as one understands it nowadays, but they arc purely and
simply truth and non-violence No wonder that the attention of
the world is directed towards this attempt to lead a successful,
bloodless revolution. Hitherto, nations have fought in the manner
of the brute. They have wreaked vengeance upon those whom
they have considered to be their enemies.

We find in searching national anthems adopted by great
nations that they contain imprecations upon the so-called enemy,
They have vowed destruction and have not hesitated to take the
name of God and seek Divine assistance for the destruction of the
enemy. We in India have reversed the process. We Foci thai the
law that governs brute creation is not the law that should guide
the human race That law is inconsistent with human dignity,

I, personally, would wait, if need be, for ages rather than seek
to attain the freedom of my country through bloody means, I

JThe broadcast was made on the Columbia Broadcasting Service net-
work from Kmgsley Hall According to Louis Fischer's Life of Makatm Gandhi,
before beginning his unprepared address, Gandhyi said* "Do I have to speak
into that?" After the address was over, he remarked* "Well that's over."
These words also were heard by the listeners,
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